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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1948. 

The  general  health  of  the  town  remained  good  throughout  the 
year  and  no  epidemic  disease  occurred,  although  Whooping  Cough 
caused  much  distress  among  the  children.  I  would  once  again  call 
the  attention  of  your  Council  to  the  preventive  work  done  by  the 
staff  which,  if  not  spectacular,  is  nevertheless  continuous  and 
necessary. 

The  vital  statistics  show  a  very  marked  drop  in  the  birth 
rate  at  11.9  per  thousand  population  as  against  17.9  for  England 
and  Wales  and  18.2  for  the  adjoining  rural  area.  This  recording 
may  be  fortuitous  but  in  the  light  of  local  knowledge  one  has 
reason  to  believe  that  the  fall  is  deliberate  and  is  likely  to  remain 
so  long  as  the  present  constraint  on  maternity  continues.  A  low 
birth  rate  is  particularly  serious  in  your  town  as  at  the  present 
time  the  average  age  of  your  people  is  about  seven  years  older  than 
the  country  as  a  whole.  For  this  reason  alone  every  facility  should 
be  accorded  young  couples  desiring  a  family. 

The  deaths  were  97  against  85  for  the  previous  year  with  a 
death  rate  of  15.9  against  England  and  Wales  at  10.8.  This  is 
exactly  what  one  would  expect  with  an  ageing  population.  As  a 
matter  of  interest  an  average  has  been  made  of  the  deaths  for  the 
past  ten  years  and  it  is  found  that  taking  deaths  at  all  ages  the 
average  life  of  males  is  65.6  years,  and  females  69.4  years,  and  that 
the  “  mode  ”  or  interval  when  most  deaths  occur  is  between  75 
and  80  years.  These  averages  are  much  higher  than  for  the  country 
as  a  whole  and  a  baby  bom  here  has  several  years  greater  expectation 
of  life  than  one  from  other  parts  of  the  realm.  This,  however, 
will  not  make  up  for  an  actual  shortage  of  babies. 


Section  A. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

2098 

Population — 1931  Census  . 

5131 

Estimated  Population — Mid  1948 

6100 

Number  of  Inhabit  at  ed  Houses 

1728 

Rateable  Value 

£42,145 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£165 

Loan  Debt 

£159,464 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Live  Births  ...  ...  44  29  73 

Legitimate  ...  ...  41  28 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  3  1 

England 
and  Wales. 

Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  population  ...  11.9  17.9 

Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Still  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  0.33  0.42 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths .  54  43  97 

England 
and  Wales. 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  population  ...  15.9  10.8 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes  ...  Nil  1.02 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ...  1 

Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  13.7  34.0 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Infectious  Causes  : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

General  Causes. 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Coronary  Thrombosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Senility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Prostatic  Obstruction  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Gastric  Ulcer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Arterio  Sclerosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  b 

Infants  under  1  Year  : 

Acute  Hydrocephalus  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  ...  97 
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AGE  OF  DEATH  TABLE 


Age  at  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Infants  under  1  year 

1 

— 

1-5 

...  — 

— 

5-15  . 

...  — 

1 

15-25  . 

1 

— 

25-35  . 

1 

'  1 

35-45  . 

2 

1 

45-55  . 

5 

1 

55-65  . 

5 

6 

65-75  . 

12 

16 

75  and  Over 

27 

17 

54 

43 

Total 

97 

Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Up  to  the  appointed  day  for  the  implementation  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  the  general  provisions  of  the  health 
services  remained  as  in  previous  years  and  were,  apart  from  lack 
of  maternity  accommodation,  reasonably  adequate.  After  5th 
July,  1948,  the  hospital  and  Public  Assistance  Institution  became 
vested  in  the  South  West  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  are  managed 
by  the  Plymouth,  South  Devon  &  East  Cornwall  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee. 

The  immunisation  services,  which  had  been  very  well  received 
by  the  public,  ceased  to  be  a  responsibility  of  your  Council  and 
were  centralised  in  Exeter. 

Maternity  Accommodation.  The  County  Council,  as  the 
authority  for  maternity  accommodation,  finally  approved  the  scheme 
for  converting  St.  Michael’s  at  Whitchurch,  into  a  maternity  unit 
in  the  spring  of  the  year,  and  the  Ministr}/  of  Health,  Whitehall, 
approved  the  plans  for  conversion.  The  high  hopes  held  in  the 
town  and  district  that  at  last  this  necessary  accommodation  would 
soon  be  available  were  dashed  after  the  appointed  day  by  the  new 
Hospital  Management  Committee  reporting  that  “  the  premises 
were  entirely  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  the  County 
Council  had  acquired  them  A  This  decision  lead  to  considerable 
frustation,  both  in  the  Council  and  the  town,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  it  would  appear  that  this  necessary  service  is  as  far  away 
as  ever. 
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It  may  be  remarked  that  in  spite  of  all  difficulties,  over  40% 
of  confinements  are  taking  place  outside  home,  either  in  nursing 
homes  or  other  institutions  outside  the  district,  or  at  the  home 
of  the  mother's  parents.  This  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the 
extraordinary  shortage  of  domestic  help  in  this  neighbourhood, 
and  is  probably  largely  responsible  for  the  sharp  drop  in  the  birth 
rate  for  the  town  as  compared  with  the  immediate  rural  area. 


Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply. 

Sufficiency.  During  the  year  under  review  the  water  supply 
was  adequate  in  quantity  and  because  of  the  wet  summer  no 
curtailment  was  necessary  in  the  autumn.  The  general  question 
of  the  adequacy  of  the  water  supply  was  again  raised  after  a  lapse 
of  some  years  owing  to  the  war.  The  Council  engaged  the  services 
of  Mr.  N.  G.  Elliot,  Water  Engineer  to  the  City  of  Plymouth.  The 
recommendations  of  the  Engineer  have  been  accepted  in  principle 
by  the  Council.  They  are,  in  brief,  to  the  effect  that  all  the  water 
in  the  various  gathering  grounds  be  brought  to  one  point,  treated 
by  sedimentation  and  filtration,  and  then  redistributed  to  the 
various  town  levels.  It  is  thought  that  by  this  means  an  adequate 
supply  will  be  available  for  most  5/ears  but  that  an  auxiliary  supply 
be  made  available  from  the  river  Tavy,  to  be  kept  in  reserve  for 
those  occasions  when  an  exceptionally  dry  summer  depletes  the 
springs  in  the  gathering  grounds  for  a  short  period  in  the  autumn. 
A  synopsis  of  this  comprehensive  scheme  will  be  included  in  the 
next  report. 


Quality.  A  total  of  twelve  bacteriological  samples  were  taken 
of  the  water  from  distribution  mains.  Of  these  four  were  reported 
to  be  unsatisfactory  bacteriologically.  No  action  was  held  to  be 
necessary  other  than  slightly  increasing  the  chlorine  dosage  as 
the  repeat  samples  were  reported  upon  favourably.  The  following 
is  the  result  of  a  chemical  examination  of  the  supply  taken  on 
14th  December,  1948,  set  out  in  full  below.  The  analysis  is  that 
of  a  pure  supply. 


0 


Kilworthy 

Sandy  Park 

Intake . 

Intake. 

Chlorine  present  as  Chlorides 

•  •  • 

1.2 

1.5 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrites  ... 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrates  ... 

•  •  • 

0.19 

0.25 

Phosphates 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

Total  hardness  equivalent  to  Calcium 

Carbonate 

•  •  • 

4.1 

5.3 

Temporary  Hardness  (annulled  by  boil- 

ing) 

•  •  • 

1.6 

2.3 

Permanent  Hardness  (not  altered 

by 

boiling) 

2.5 

3.0 

Saline  Ammonia 

•  •  • 

0 

0.0012 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

•  «  • 

0.0016 

0.0024 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27°C. 

•  •  • 

0.015 

0.02 

Lead  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

Copper 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

Zinc 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

Iron  in  solution 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

Iron  in  sedimentary  form 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

Manganese 

•  .  • 

0 

0 

Total  Solid  Constituents 

•  •  • 

8.5 

10.0 

Organic  Matter  observed  in  igniting  the 

Solid  Constituents 

•  •  • 

None 

Slight  Trace 

Free  Chlorine 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

Hydrogen  Ion  Concentration  equivalent 

to  p.h.  ... 

.  .  . 

5.8 

6.2 

Treatment.  Both  the  main  supply  from  Kilworthy  and  the 
subsidiary  supply  from  Sandy  Park  are  chlorinated  by  simple 
chlorination  and  the  residual  of  .15  p.p.m.  is  secured  and  recorded 
about  twice  weekly  throughout  the  year.  Owing  to  the  nature  of 
the  source,  shallow  land  drains,  and  the  impracticability  of  filtration 
treatment,  it  is  considered  that  the  continuance  of  chlorination 
is  essential.  Occasionally  complaints  of  taste  and  smell  in  the 
water  are  received  but  in  no  case  has  it  yet  been  possible,  by  means 
of  the  Lovibond  Comparator  test,  to  demonstrate  the  presence  of 
free  chlorine  in  a  sample  from  a  complainant's  tap. 


Swimming  Bath.  The  swimming  bath  is  supplied  by  an  over¬ 
flow  from  the  Sandy  Park  drinking  supply  and  is  emptied  and 
cleansed  once  fortnightly. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Fifty-three  visits  were  made  to  premises  as  a  result  of  com¬ 
plaints  received  regarding  sanitary  defects,  and  twenty-one  informal 
notices  were  served  to  remedy  these  defects.  One  Statutory 
Notice  was  served  and  complied  with. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  Seventeen  visits  were  made  to  dairies 
and  cowsheds  in  the  district  in  order  to  check  on  general  clean¬ 
liness.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation.  Eight  premises  were  disin¬ 
fected  after  occurrence  of  communicable  diseases  by  means  of 
formalin  fumigation.  Three  premises  were  sprayed  with  D.D.T. 
insecticide  owing  to  infestations  of  flies  and  cockroaches. 

Factories  Act,  1937 


1.  Inspections. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

a) 

.. Number 

on 

Register. 

(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

(3) 

Written 

Notices. 

(4) 

Occu¬ 

piers 

Prose¬ 

cuted. 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and 

6  are  to  be 
enforced  by 
Local  Authori¬ 
ties 

38 

33 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the 
Local  Autho¬ 
rity  ... 

26 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises 

2 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

66 

44 

Nil 

Nil 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars. 

a) 

Number  of  c 
Defects  u 

ases  in  which 
vere  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
were 
insti¬ 
tuted. 

(6) 

i 

Found 

(2) 

'Reme¬ 

died. 

(3) 

Refe- 

To  H.M. 

Inspec¬ 

tor. 

(4) 

vred 

By  H.M. 

Inspec¬ 

tor. 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Nil 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadeciuate 

i 

Ventilation  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective 

drainage  of  floors  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

( b )  Unsuitable 

or  defective  . . . 

2 

2 

. 

_ 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

8 

— 

— 

Nil 

Weather.  The  Meteorologist  supplied  the  following  statistics 
for  the  year  : — 

Height  above  sea  level — 457  feet  in  Stevenson  Screen. 
Latitude — 50.33  N.  ;  Longitude — 4.10  W. 

The  total  amount  of  rain  was  47.55  ins. 

The  total  number  of  rainy  days  was  207. 

The  average  amount  of  rain  was  3.96  ins. 

The  greatest  fall  was  27.9  m.m.s  (1  inch)  on  the  2nd  December. 
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RAINFALL  FOR  1948 


Total 

Greatest 

Number 

Month. 

Depth 

fall  in 

Date. 

°f 

in 

24  hours 

Rainy 

Inches. 

(: m.m.s ) 

Days. 

J  anuary 

8.65 

26.4 

10th 

29 

February 

1.94 

9.6 

5th 

14 

March 

2.25 

26.3 

31st 

14 

April 

2.9 

17.4 

3rd 

17 

May  ... 

3.07 

17.2 

1st 

11 

June . 

3.5 

18.5 

18th 

20 

July . 

2.3 

17.1 

17th 

15 

August 

4.45 

24.4 

21st 

18 

September  . . . 

2.98 

15.1 

27th 

17 

October 

4.9 

20.6 

11th 

19 

November  ... 

2.56 

15.9 

15  th 

13 

December 

8.05 

27.9 

2nd 

20 

47.55 

207 

Section  D. 

HOUSING 


From  the  time  when  the  building  of  houses  started  after  the 
end  of  the  war  until  31st  December,  1948,  fifty  council  houses 
had  been  erected  and  occupied  and  five  houses  had  been  erected 
and  occupied  under  the  national  system  of  private  enterprise 
licensing.  There  is,  however,  a  very  urgent  need  for  housing 
accommodation.  In  a  recent  survey  it  was  found  that  153  families 
were  living  in  tenement  houses  and  an  unknown  number  lodging 
with  relatives.  On  the  31st  December,  1948,  there  were,  on  the 
Council's  records,  193  “  live  ”  applications  for  council  tenancies 
and  this  in  spite  of  the  high  rentals.  There  is,  in  my  opinion, 
need  in  this  town  for  a  cheaper  type  of  house  which  could  well  be 
built  in  flats  and  replace  some  of  the  obsolete  and  unfit  properties 
situated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  railway  viaduct.  As  regards  the 
traditional  type  of  house  being  erected,  the  Council  have  adopted 
a  satisfactory  balanced  programme  to  cater  for  large  and  small 
families. 
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On  the  Green  Lane  Housing  Scheme,  in  course  of  preparation 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  three  bedroomed  and  two  bedroomed  houses  and 
maisonnettes  to  a  total  of  approximately  100,  and  that  such  number 
will  be  completed  by  yearly  instalments  of  approximately  30. 

It  should  be  noted  also  that  the  Housing  Authority  are  aware 
of  the  need  to  cater  for  older  persons  and  that  during  the  year 
a  scheme  was  in  course  of  preparation  for  the  provision  of  bungalows 
for  such  class  of  the  population.  It  should  be  noted  that  the 
Council  are  not  likely  to  commit  the  error  of  erecting  the  bungalows 
in  isolated  groups,  but  are  aware  of  the  need  to  secure  that  this 
type  of  development  is  intermixed  with  their  general  cottage 
estates  and  near  to  shops  and  places  of  entertainment. 


Section  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  table  that  eleven  of 
the  thirty-eight  samples  of  milk  taken  in  the  town  failed  to  pass 
the  test,  but  of  these  eleven,  four  samples  of  ungraded  milk  failed 
the  test  as  owing  to  transport  difficulties  they  were  not  collected 
within  the  prescribed  period  and  were  sour  on  arrival  at  the  labora¬ 
tory.  This  is  a  considerable  improvement  on  the  results  recorded 
during  the  previous  year.  Most  of  your  milk  comes  from  the 
rural  area,  much  of  which  is  Tuberculin  Tested.  The  County 
Inspector  took  66  samples  from  these  producers  and  51  passed  the 


test ;  a  most  satisfactory  result. 

Total 

Grade. 

Samples 

Taken. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Accredited 

13 

9 

4 

Ungraded 

16 

11 

5 

Pasteurised  School 

6 

r* 

D 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested  School 

3 

2 

1 

38 

27 

11 

11 


Action  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  by  the  County 
Inspector. 

Twenty-four  samples  were  taken  in  the  town  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act.  Sixteen  were  of  milk  and  all  were  genuine.  Average 
butter  fat  content  was  3.92%,  and  average  non  fatty  solid  content 
8.81%. 

Eight  samples  were  taken  of  other  foods.  Two  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory  and  stocks  were  condemned. 


Ice  Cream. 

Six  premises  are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture,  sale  or  storage  of  ice 
cream. 


Food  Premises. 

As  the  result  of  an  observation  by  the  M.O.H.  it  was  con¬ 
sidered  necessary  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  all  people  engaged  in 
food  preparation  the  provisions  of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938.  It  was  found  that  34  premises  had  a  catering 
licence  and  all  were  served  with  the  contents  of  this  section  dealing 
with  cleanliness,  etc.,  and  instructed  to  display  same  in  a  pro¬ 
minent  place  on  the  premises.  Following  this  the  inspectors  made 
routine  inspections  of  all  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  stored. 
In  most  cases  the  premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactorily  clean 
and  well  kept  and  in  only  seven  instances  was  it  necessary  to 
instruct  the  occupier  or  owner  to  remedy  structural  defects  and 
omissions  or  to  cleanse  premises  found  to  be  dirty. 


Food  Poisoning. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year  although 
the  medical  practitioners  were  reminded  that  this  was  an  obligation. 
One  can  therefore  assume  that  no  disease  was  due  to  this  cause. 


Meat. 

The  inspection  of  carcases  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  abattoir 
in  Tavistock,  which  serves  a  large  area,  continues  by  the  allocation 
thereto  of  the  part-time  services  of  an  official  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  whose  services  are  in  part  contributed  to  by  neigh¬ 
bouring  authorities.  The  following  is  a  record  of  the  work  of 
this  official  which,  I  would  record,  has  been  carried  out  in  an 
exceedingly  efficient  manner. 
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Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

or 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1589 

843 

1341 

6679 

154 

Number  inspected 

1589 

843 

1341 

6679 

154 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  . . . 

3 

24 

27 

105 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned  . . . 

1294 

677 

15 

1692 

28 

Percentage  of 
the  number 
inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

81.62% 

83.15% 

3.13% 

26.90% 

18.83% 

Tuberculosis  only. 
Whole  carcases 
condemned  . . . 

13 

30 

4 

— 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

110 

165 

8 

Pefcentage  of 
the  number 
inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis... 

7.74% 

23.13% 

0.29% 

6.49% 

Cysticercus  Bovis. 

Since  the  end  of  October  a  routine  examination  of  all  bovine 
carcases  for  Cysticercus  Bovis  has  been  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  Circular  M.F.5/48.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  one  instance 
of  this  infestation  was  discovered  and  the  carcase  and  offal  was 
dealt  with  in  the  prescribed  manner. 

13 


Other  Foodstuffs, 

Various  quantities  of  widely  assorted  articles  of  food  were 
dealt  with  as  being  unsound  or  unwholesome  and  were  withdrawn 
from  distribution.  A  complete  record  is  available  for  examination 
by  Councillors  interested.  In  addition  700J  lbs.  of  corned  beef 
and  mutton  were  condemned  at  the  W.M.S.A.  Depot  in  the  Pannier 
Market. 


Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 

practitioners  : — 

Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 


notified  by 


23 

2 

1 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  by 
the  schools  : — 


Whooping  Cough 
Chicken  Pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 


8 

5 

1 

1 


Although  it  is  possible  for  the  people  to  be  visited  by  more 
than  a  score  of  infectious  conditions,  it  is  the  good  fortune  of  the 
town  that  this  does  not  occur  in  practice.  It  will  be  seen  from 
the  above  tables  that  infectious  diseases  were  at  a  minimum  during 
the  year  1948,  and  there  are  only  two  to  which  I  would  draw  your 
especial  attention — diphtheria  and  tuberculosis. 


Diphtheria.  On  the  appointed  day,  5th  July,  1948,  your 
Council  ceased  to  be  the  responsible  authority  for  the  control  of 
this  serious  disease,  and  it  is  considered  not  inappropriate  to  here 
record  the  past  efforts  at  a  local  level  to  control  this  infection. 

Up  to  about  the  3/ear  1936,  diphtheria  had  been  an  ever  present 
menace  to  this  neighbourhood  as  it  was  to  the  rest  of  the  country. 
On  the  advice  of  your  M.O.H.  your  Council  voted  the  necessary 
money  to  carry  out  immunisation,  which  at  that  date  was  very 
little  past  the  experimental  stage.  The  almost  immediate  result 
of  this  campaign,  which  was  restricted  in  the  first  instance  to 
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school  children,  was  a  drop  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease.  The 
campaign  was  continued  uninterruptedly  except  for  a  period 
during  the  war,  and  was  entirely  satisfactory  in  reducing  the 
incidence  to  almost  a  curiosity. 

During  this  time  an  elaborate  system  of  filing  and  checking 
was  evolved  and  the  only  people  who  were  not  treated  were  those 
who  had  an  objection  to  the  procedure.  As  will  be  seen  from 
the  accompanying  table  this  did  not  amount  to  a  significant  per¬ 
centage.  Before  the  appointed  day  your  M.O.H.  made  an  offer 
to  the  new  Health  Authority  to  continue  this  service  and  supply 
any  statistics  required  at  any  time.  The  offer  was  refused  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  provisions  of 
Section  26  of  the  Health  Act  had  been  in  operation  for  years  before 
the  passage  of  legislation. 

It  is,  I  feel,  fitting  that  your  Council  should  be  congratulated 
for  having  the  forethought  to  sponsor  this  scheme  in  the  past  when 
it  had  no  official  recognition,  and  to  hope  that  should  the  present 
arrangement  fail,  that  you  will  be  prepared,  in  the  future,  to  re¬ 
establish  this  necessary  procedure. 


Percentage  of  Children  who  had  Completed  Full  Course 
of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  to  5th  July,  1948. 


Age. 

Under  5  years 
5-14  years  ... 


Estimated 

Population. 


293 

654 


%  Immunised. 

68% 

77% 


Tuberculosis.  Eleven  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  during  the  year  and  six  deaths  were  recorded  from  this 
disease.  At  the  end  of  the  year  40  cases  remained  on  the  register 
and  it  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  most  of  these  are  capable  of  and 
do  pass  the  disease  on  to  others.  Tuberculosis  is  far  and  away 
the  worst  infectious  disease  we  have  to  deal  with  and  it  is  with  us 
year  in  and  year  out,  so  much  so  that  it  is  almost  looked  upon  as 
an  act  of  providence  rather  than  an  infectious  condition. 

The  present  arrangements  for  the  control  of  this  condition 
will  not  bear  logical  scrutiny  and  are  in  many  cases  tragic.  The 
Hospital  Board  are  responsible  for  those  needing  hospitalisation, 
as  most  do,  but  there  are  not  enough  vacancies  ;  in  the  meantime 
they  infect  their  relations  or  workmates.  The  tuberculosis  specialists 
visit  the  patients  at  home  and  follow  up  visits  are  made  by  the 
County  Council  Health  Visitor  and  the  general  practitioner  is 
responsible  for  the  domiciliary  treatment.  None  of  these  authorities 
or  persons  are  in  touch  with  the  Sanitary  Authority,  or  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  which  is  the  only  authority  having  the  necessary 
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means  of  allocating  houses.  It  would  appear  that  the  prevention 
of  this  disease  calls  for  a  co-ordinated  effort  by  all  concerned  and 
that  the  obvious  officer  to  integrate  all  the  recourses  available  is 
the  local  M.O.H.  who  should  be  in  possession  of  all  facts  available 
affecting  each  case. 

As  a  matter  of  interest  I  have  analysed  the  register  of  2,730 
deaths  during  the  past  ten  years.  There  is  a  marked  occupation 
discrepancy  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease  which,  in  my  opinion, 
can  best  be  accounted  for  on  environmental  and  economic  grounds. 
The  high  rate  in  the  service,  all  of  who  were  discharged  sailors, 
can  best  be  accounted  for  by  conditions  of  propinquity  aboard 
ship,  and  that  of  general  labourer  to  bad  housing  and  nutrition. 
There  is  doubtless  a  grave  responsibility  on  all  authorities  to  deal 
with  tuberculosis  and  I  do  recommend  that  the  highest  priority 
regarding  housing  be  accorded  these  people  whose  average  age  at 
death  is  38.9  years,  and  who  frequently  leave  a  family  behind. 

In  conclusion  I  would  thank  the  Chairman  and  Council  for 
the  ready  hearing  I  have  received  at  all  times,  and  also  to  my 
colleague,  Mr.  Colston,  who  has  materially  assisted  in  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  this  report. 


I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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